FOUNDATION NEWS BARR FUND CREATED
A highlight at the Foundation Celebration Luncheon in Phoenix was the announcement of plans for a new fund to honor Dr. Joseph T. Barr in recognition of his extraordinary contributions to optometry and contact lenses. Many members of the Academy consider Joe to be an exceptional mentor and role model for our profession. Joe has worked as an academic, researcher, clinician and most recently in industry. During his years at The Ohio State University College of Optometry, a significant number of students and colleagues were fortunate enough to benefit from his teaching and research. During this time Joe also served as Chair of the Section on Cornea and Contact Lenses, as Editor of Contact Lens Spectrum and became well known by clinicians and researchers around the globe. Leading donors will be working with the Foundation Board of Directors and Joe to discuss the nature of awards from the fund, but it is expected to support trainees in areas of optometry close to Joe's oversized heart! $50,000 has already been pledged or donated.
IRV BORISH REMEMBERED
After a brief illness, Irvin M. Borish, OD, FAAO, passed away on Saturday, March 3, 2012 at the age of 99. Dr. Borish became a Fellow of the Academy in 1940. The Borish Ezell Fellowship Fund was initially established in 2007 with more than $100,000 contributed by Dr. Borish. Essilor contributed $130,000 to take the total to the level required to endow an Ezell Fellowship. In honor of Dr. Borish's passing, Essilor donated an additional $25,000.
JILL AND GEORGE MERTZ FELLOWSHIP ESTABLISHED
The Jill and George Mertz Fellowship celebrates former American Optometric Foundation President George Mertz and his wife Jill. Both passed away too soon. Jill's estate and George's colleagues created a substantial fund to honor their commitment to optometry and education. A $30,000 Mertz Fellowship will be awarded in 2013 to support travel to another institution to conduct a period of study. Optometrists at any stage of their career were eligible to apply. The Mertz Fellowship can support an individual who has recently completed his/her training or someone in the middle of a successful career. 
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